Name ___________________________Most recent Lexile score _________Hour________
Biography/Autobiography/Memoir Book Selections
{Please rank the following books using numbers 1-25: 1 being your first choice.}
1. 


 Lexile: 1210 _____________Memoir: Caught by the Sea: My Life on Boats
Gary Paulsen, a distinguished author of many books for young people, has a true love for sailing. From his first attempts to master the skill of sailing, to his experience of surviving a dangerous storm, this autobiographical account is full of excitement, adventure, and humor.
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Lexile: 1230_______________ Memoir: Guts 
In Guts, Gary Paulsen tells the real stories behind the Brian books and the stories of the adventures that inspired him to write Brian Robeson's story.

3. 


 Lexile: 700_________ Biography: Gifted Hands: the Ben Carson Story
Kids will read how Ben Carson was able to accomplish his dream to be a neurosurgeon through faith and determination.  (no SRC—must write quiz questions)
4.   


 Lexile: 950_________ Autobiography: Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story 







Gifted Hands by and about Ben Carson, M.D., is the inspiring story of an inner-city kid with poor grades and little motivation, who, at age thirty-three, became director of pediatric neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins University Hospital. (no SRC—must write quiz questions)
5. 


 Lexile: 740_________Memoir: Iraqi girl {Diary of a Teenage Girl in Iraq}
In 2004 in Mosul (the third largest city in Iraq), a 15-year-old girl started a blog detailing her life in the midst of the Iraq War. Her journal encompasses the day-to-day trauma the American invasion has caused her city, her family and friends. Her blog is still active, but the book covers her writings only through 2007.
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 Lexile: 980_________ Autobiography: Knots in My Yo-yo String: The 






    Autobiography of a Kid
Newbery medalist Jerry Spinelli has penned his early autobiography with all the warmth, humor, and drama of his best-selling fiction. From first memories through high school, including first kiss, first punch, first trip to the principal's office, and first humiliating sports experience, this is not merely an account of a highly unusual childhood. Rather, like Spinelli's fiction, its appeal lies in the accessibility and universality of his life. 
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 Lexile: 970_________Memoir: Within Reach: My Everest Story  








In May, 1996 the media scrambled to document the gripping and inspirational story of sixteen-year-old Mark Pfetzer's expedition to Mount Everest. Not only was he the youngest climber to attempt the summit, but he bore witness to the tragedy documented in Jon Krakauer's Into Thin Air, in which eight climbers perished in a sudden storm. Within Reach is Mark's extraordinary personal account of this experience and of his triumphs over several other challenging peaks. 
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 Lexile: 710_________Biography: Ivan the Terrible: Tsar of Death  









Orphaned as a baby, Ivan was controlled and abused by the boyars, the ruling class of landowners. As a teenager, he ruled a gang set on terrorizing Moscow. By the time he gained control of Russia, Ivan was distrustful even of his friends. He started terrorizing the entire country. 
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Lexile: 900________Memoir: Rocket Boys 
A powerful story of coming of age at the end of the 1950s, it is the story of a mother's love and a father's fears, of growing up and getting out. With the grace of a natural storyteller, Homer Hickam looks back after a distinguished NASA career to tell his own true story of growing up in a dying coal town and of how, against the odds, he made his dreams of launching rockets into outer space come true. 
10. 


 Lexile: 970__________Memoir: Bad Boy: A Memoir
Who would ever have thought that celebrated author Walter Dean Myers was once a troublemaker and a truant? Walter recounts what growing up in Harlem was like in the 1940s and 50s—when seeing Langston Hughes and Sugar Ray Robinson on the street was the norm and Jackie Robinson ruled the baseball field. Just how bad was Walter? From instigating mischievous pranks at home to fighting in the classroom—especially when teased about his speech impediment—irrepressible Walter was a handful.

11. 
Lexile: 960________Autobiography: Soul Surfer 

She lost her arm in a shark attack and nearly died, but she never lost her faith. In her #1 New York Times bestseller, Bethany Hamilton tells the moving story of her triumphant return to competitive surfing, which continues to inspire all who hear it. 
12. 
Lexile: 1270______Memoir: Into the Wild 

In April 1992 a young man from a well-to-do family hitchhiked to Alaska and walked alone into the wilderness north of Mt. McKinley. His name was Christopher Johnson McCandless. He had given $25,000 in savings to charity, abandoned his car and most of his possessions, burned all the cash in his wallet, and invented a new life for himself. Four months later, his decomposed body was found by a moose hunter. How McCandless came to die is the unforgettable story of Into the Wild. 
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 Lexile:N/A___________Biography:Second Ascent: The Story of Hugh Herr

 Rock climbing was Hugh Herr's sport and passion, and at age 17 he was considered one of the best. In 1982 he and a companion became lost during a blizzard on Mount Washington and assumed they would die. After three bitterly cold days on the mountain, they were rescued, but one rescuer died trying to save them. Herr had massive frostbite that eventually resulted in his legs having to be amputated.This is an extraordinary story of survival and the growth one experiences when put to the test. (no SRC—must write quiz questions)
14. 
 Lexile: 1090________Biography: Houdini: Master of Illusion 

Houdini was an illusionist and escape artist who drew colossal crowds and awed them. His incredible feats seemed impossible, yet no one was ever able to debunk him. How did he escape from locked jail cells? How did he emerge after diving into stormy rivers with chains locked around his body?
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Lexile: N/A________Biography: I Am a Soldier, too: The Jessica Lynch 








In I Am a Soldier, Too, Bragg let’s Jessica Lynch tell the story of her capture in the Iraq War in her own words. We see the real story behind the ambush in the Iraqi Desert that led to Lynch's capture. And we gain new perspective on her rescue from an Iraqi hospital where she had been receiving care. Here Lynch’s true heroism and above all, modesty, is allowed to emerge, as we're shown how she managed her physical recovery from her debilitating wounds and contended with the misinformation--both deliberate and unintended--surrounding her highly publicized rescue.(no SRC—must write quiz questions)
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Lexile: 1070__________Biographies: Brainstorm! The Stories of Twenty 








American Kid Inventors

Here are the stories of twenty ingenious young Americans. Among them are Chester Greenwood, creator of ear muffs; Ralph Samuelson, originator of water-skiing; Vanessa Hess and her colored car wax; and Jerrald Spencer, whose electronic gizmo has made a line of toys so popular that over five million of them have been sold!
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Lexile: N/A______ Autobiography: On Two Feet and Wings

He is in a foreign country, he is alone, and he is just a boy...Abbas Kazerooni is not yet ten, but he’s suddenly forced to leave his parents, his friends—his entire world—and flee Tehran. The Iran-Iraq war is at its bloodiest, and the Ayatollahs who rule Iran have reduced the recruitment age for the army. If Abbas doesn’t escape, it’s almost certain that he will be drafted and die fighting for a regime that has stripped his family of all they have. (no SRC—must write quiz questions)
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Lexile: 950________ Biography: Jim Thorpe: Original All-American

He played professional football and Major League baseball, and won Olympic gold medals in track and field. But his life wasn?t easy. Born on a reservation, he endured family tragedy and was sent to various Native American boarding schools. Jim ran away from school many times, until he found his calling under the now-legendary coach Pop Warner. This is a book for history buffs as well as sports fans.

19. [image: image19.jpg]


Lexile: 940________Biography: Escape: The Story of the Great Houdini

How did he walk through walls, escape drowning, and shatter iron chains that were tightly wrapped around him? The rare photos in this book might help you figure it out. So might the exclusive update about the rumor that Houdini was poisoned. But just remember, a true magician never reveals his tricks. . . .
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Lexile: 1010_______ Biography: Ten True Tales: Teens at War

True stories about real teens who risked their lives to serve their countries in wartime.
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Lexile: 1010_______ Biography: Battle Heroes: Voices from Afghanistan
In a remote Afghan village, Marine Lieutenant Stephen Boada picks up a chilling Taliban message on his radio scanner: "The Americans will never make it out alive." Can the outnumbered Marines fight their way out? Medic Mark DeCorte jumps from a chopper on a nighttime rescue mission. Can he save the life of a badly wounded soldier -- and escape from a deadly enemy?
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Lexile: 970_______Biography: World War II Heroes

Pfc. Jack Lucas -- just a teenager -- is on patrol on Iwo Jima when two grenades land at his feet. Can he save his comrades' lives? Lt. Col. James Rudder and his Rangers are climbing a 100-foot-high cliff on a secret D-Day mission. Can they survive the Nazis' devastating firepower? Sgt. Forrest Vosler is blinded and wounded from an attack by German fighter planes on his crippled bomber. Can he make it home?
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 Lexile: 980______Biography: Almost Astronauts—13 Women Who Dared    
To Dream
They had the right stuff. They defied the prejudices of the time. And they blazed a trail for generations of women to follow.
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Lexile: 1090______Autobiography: The Story of my Life
The Story of My Life, first published in 1903, is Helen Keller's autobiography detailing her early life, especially her experiences with Anne Sullivan.
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 Lexile: 1240_____Biography: The Real Benedict Arnold

Every account of the American Revolution mentions Benedict Arnold and brands him—correctly—as a traitor. There’s no question that Arnold, an American army officer, switched his loyalty to the British side. Over the years, however, historians, partisans, and gossips have added to Arnold’s unsavory reputation by distorting, embroidering, or simply ignoring factual details.
Book synopses and photos from Amazon.com
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